
 iv 

 
A BEGO 

Confiaste en mi cuando otros dudaban  

Te aseguraste de que mis sue–os no fueran sue–os rotos  

Me diste siempre consejo generoso  

No eres s—lo amiga: hay cosas que pueden m‡s que la sangre  

 

 

 



 v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 

I wish to thank the members of the STEMMA Project for their support in the last 

years and for helping me to pursue the research started by the team. Matthew Spencer 

deserves special thanks for having read parts of this work and having offered useful 

comments and advice. The Canterbury Tales Project also offered assistance every step of 

the way, and for this I am grateful. 

I would like to thank the librarians at the Christ Church College Library, Oxford, 

for allowing me access to Ch, to the British Library for granting special permission to see 

Ha4 and Ad3, and to Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan in the National Library of Wales for 

taking Hg from its place in the exhibition and for allowing me to request her confirmation 

of some of my findings.   

I owe much more to David Hoover than appears in this work. He allowed me to 

take up his time with my endless chatter, even when he was so busy that he had to warn 

me ÒI am looking at the computer, but I am still l istening.Ó And he was listening; but it 

was more than that, he understood what I meant (sometimes I have thought that he 

understands me better than I do myself). I would also like to thank professors Martha 

Rust and Mary Carruthers for their support and advice. 

My family has had an incredibly difficult period, which is not yet over, but even 

during this hard time they have been most encouraging; and in words and acts have 

showed me that my own circumstances are not as hard as I imagine them to be. My 

friends have played no small part in the completion of my work and for this reason I 



 vi 

thank Andrew West (he has got a Mac now, and will not be able to get off the hook so 

easily), Alyssa Leal and Mindy Hung. Special thanks are due to Jennifer Marshall for 

having read my work and given me valuable suggestions to improve it. 

Peter Robinson has showed the most unbelievable patience and understanding and 

has gone beyond his duty by reading this work as many times as have my official 

supervisors. I just hope that one day I may have an opportunity to return so many favors. 

In the end, all my Òbest ideasÓ have something to do with him one way or another. 

Finally, my dearest friend, Bego, to whom this work is dedicated and who has 

been much more than a friend for so many years. This does not begin to repay her for all 

she has done for me. 



 vii 

ABSTRACT 

 

Since FurnivallÕs Six-Text Edition, the order of the Canterbury Tales has been a matter of 

concern for many scholars interested in ChaucerÕs work. Moreover, this issue is faced by 

all editors of the text, since the tales need to be arranged in a specific sequence or in a 

series of sequences, as suggested by Pearsall when he proposed an edition in booklets. 

This work is an interdisciplinary approach that uses computer technologies in 

combination with traditional codicological analysis to study the relationships between the 

different tale orders in the 58 more or less complete manuscripts and fifteenth century 

editions of the Tales. This work is organized in seven chapters. Chapter 1 focuses on 

scholarly work relating to the order of the Canterbury Tales; chapter 2 presents a brief 

history of the stemmatic approach to the criticism of texts; chapter 3 explores the 

possibility of studying the order of the Tales from a stemmatic perspective; chapter 4 

presents the results of the use of phylogenetic software applied to the study of the order 

of the tales and analyses these results; chapter 5 analyses the relationships between the 

tale-order and the word-variant stemmata; chapter 6 presents codicological analyses of 

Ad3 Ch Cp Dd Ha4 and Hg. The findings of this work are presented in the conclusion 

(chapter 7), where the implications of the different orders are considered. 

It is a known fact that some scribes accidentally altered the order of the Tales (as the Hg 

scribe did), but this work shows that some scribes altered the order intentionally. 

Codicological evidence suggests that both Ch and Ha4 added the Tale of Gamelyn to 

their texts when this tale was not part of their copy-texts. The conclusion of this work 

also suggests that further codicological analyses of the witnesses of the Canterbury Tales 

could still cast some light on the developments of manuscripts with b, c or d tale-orders 

as well as elucidate or suggest the places in the textual tradition in which these orders 

might have originated. 
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